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That Russian Radiation

i HE ATTITUDE cf the State Department toward
£ the continuing and possibly harmful microwave
rac.ation that the Russians have been beaming at the
U.S. Ertassy in Moscow defies beiief. One would
think the d2pertment would hiave demanded long
é¢0 that ihis nerve-wracking threat to the health of
Awmnericans—iis own emgloyees, aiter all—be termi-
natad. But no. The radiation has gone on for years. In
the moaths since it becain2 pubbe knowledge, the de-
partalent has pussyiooted inexcusably. The other
day, for instance, a dejartment spokesinan con-
tended that radiation at the present reduced level
pecses “no cause for concern.” He reported, however,
that a §E0.000—yes, 3510.000—study nad been com-
missioned of embassy medical records. A light slap on
the Russians' wrist was delivered. Negotiations will
continue, it was declaraed.

Thae radaticn is, of course, net ¢nly a health hazard
of uancertain dimensions but a coatinuing affront to*
tre natjonal dignity ¢f the United Siates. Why does
the State Department take this double blow so mild-
Iv? VWhat 5 there to negotiate? Evidently the Rus-
sians are directing the beams at American electronics

-~

equipment on or in the einbassy building; dip'oinats
and their families live oa the lawer {loors. But the
United States, 0r s0 it is contended without Soviet de-
nial, does not try to interiere with or counter “oviet
electronics equipinent on the Soviet embasey huild-
ing in the same way here in Washinzion. Dacs the
United States, whith pokes its elecironic heams ali
arcund the globe, fear that a strong protest zgainst
Russian radiation will elicit or je¢iwmjze ciher coun-
tries’ protests against Awerican radizaon? If this is
so, then it ought to be conceded directly, so that
there can be a reasoned pubiic discussion of the
whole problem as it affects foreigners as well as
Americans.

Meanwhiie, the physical and psychological well-
being of Amejican personnel in Moscow desarve to
be served by wharever mensures are necessary for
that purpose. In the absence of conclusive mcuical
evidence 10 the confracy. wt has to be assumsd that
the Russians are endangering the health, ot 0 say
the lives, of American citizens, and 1théy shouid not
be allowed to continue doing it.
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